Structured approach to teaching legislation
(a)
The legislative process – from formation of policy to giving effect to policy through law

· 
Green Papers, White Papers, Law Commission, lobbying

· 
Progress of a Bill through Parliament (including Jackson v AG: what counts as a statute?)
· 
Implementation on the ground – bringing legislation into effect, role of departmental guidance, implementing regulations etc

(b)
Approach to the interpretation of statutes

· Centrality of words actually used in a statute – to give effect to intention of Parliament (i.e. constitutional reasons) and rule of law considerations (cf Fuller, The Morality of Law; Raz, “The Rule of Law and its Virtue”, ch. 11 in The Authority of Law)

· Reading a statute as a coherent scheme – identifying the policy of the statute and its structure (how it fits together)

· External aids to construction – how formulated policy statements inform the interpretation of statutes - White Papers, Law Commission reports, statements in Hansard

· Significance of legislative history

· Significance of general legal and constitutional context – reading statutes in the light of constitutional rights recognised in the common law (the principle of legality, presumption against retrospectivity), statutes recognised as having constitutional significance (Thoburn v Sunderland CC) and the general common law background

· Section 3(1) of the HRA – what is permissible interpretation and its limits (Ghaidan v Godin-Mendoza; R (Hurst) v London Northern District Coroner)
· Interpretation in light of EU rights – the Marleasing principle (Litster; Clarke v Kato; ICI v Colmer (No. 2); Gingi v SSWP). Comparison with Factortame – the statutory interpretation route to securing compliance with directly effective EU rights.
· Some nuts and bolts doctrines – eiusdem generis, expressio unius, the Interpretation Act 1978.

(c)
Subordinate legislation – the types and how they are promulgated

(d)
Forms of legislation made by the devolved legislatures.   
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